
December 6, 2020 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter:  Thoughts for the Week; Modified Quarantine Protocols; Office Staff 

Changes; Internet Safety Program; Advent Prayer Program; Christmas Shop; and Mobile 

Mammography.  

Thoughts for the Week:  The four weeks of Advent are a slow wait: one candle this week, the 

empty crib. With Mary and Joseph, we wait for Christ. The candles light the way for them – and 

for us, one each week of Advent. 

Christmas should come quickly – the message of the ads. We could be excused for thinking it is 

nearly over. The Christmas parties are well under way. Some dinners for the elderly have been 

held already. The carols have been playing for weeks now. 

The best waiting, like waiting for birth, is slow. Parents wonder about their child – who will he / 

she be like? The mother needs support and love; the children look forward to another baby; 

grandparents wait in pride. Even when the family situation is limited, we wait in joy and hope for 

the child – like Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth and Zechariah and all the bible parents who waited, 

often for many years. 

How is my faith this year from last year? And what would I be asking for? Would I promise 

anything to help me wait actively for Jesus – Mass more often than Sunday, the Angelus every 

day, to read the gospel each day, to be kinder and more just, care for the poor and needy at home 

or away. Let my Advent bring me closer to God and effect for the best the lives of those close to 

me. If we wait in faith and in hope, then everything, even the carols sung too early and the 

celebrations too early, can remind us of the God who is coming soon in Jesus Christ, to be born 

of Mary.  Mary may l wait with you in joy and in patience and in hope.   

Modified Quarantine Protocols:  I am sure you have all read in the paper or seen on the news 

that the CDC and DHEC have modified quarantine protocols.  Please see below the information 

from the Diocese of Charleston. 

“Good afternoon school leadership team.  Recently, the CDC/DHEC modified 

quarantine protocols.   Our guidelines have not changed at this point.  We will review 

these changes with Diocesan leadership, our Reopening Task Force and Medical 

Advisory Panel ASAP.  I will let you know next week if we are adjusting our protocols.” – 

Mr. William Ryan – School Superintendent Diocese of Charleston.   

The school reopening taskforce will make changes to our plan after we hear back from the 

Diocese of Charleston.   



Office Staff Changes:  It is with lots of sadness that we say goodbye to Mrs. Katie Rogers.  Mrs. 

Rogers will not be returning to her position after Christmas break.  She has decided to stay home 

with her girls until they are able to return to school full time and in person.  She has been a 

dedicated Office Manager, serving the students, faculty, staff, and parents of Saint Joseph 

Catholic School for over five years with a smile.  We will greatly miss Mrs. Rogers in the office 

and in our school. We wish her the very best in her next chapter of life!   

Internet Safety Program:  The school will host three Zoom internet safety programs on 

Wednesday, December 9th.  Ms. Emma Rush, the Education Coordinator for Internet Crimes 

Against Children with the South Carolina Office of the Attorney General, will be presenting to 

grades three through six, as well as doing a program for parents.   

Topics discussed vary based on age group, but elementary and middle school topics include 

cyberbullying, inappropriate content, our online footprint, online security/privacy, healthy 

relationships and red flags, and reporting.  

Please save the date for the parent program Wednesday, December 9th at 7:00pm.   

Please register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0uceuhrD8uHtTPvJovdfrdlb_iTxCW31bw  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting. 

The Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force is operated through the Attorney General’s 

Office and consists of 119 different state and federal law enforcement agencies that investigate 

and prosecute these crimes which occur within South Carolina.  

Advent Prayer Programs:  The school will observe the holy season of Advent with prayer 

programs throughout the season. Each day students pray in their classrooms as we light the 

school Advent wreath.   

Christmas Shop:  The SJCS Christmas Shop will be open December 8-11.  The Christmas Shop 

is a St. Joseph tradition, and offers students the opportunity to purchase small gifts for family and 

friends.  Items in the shop range from $.50 to $10.  A form went home last week- please 

complete it and fill out a gift tag to attach to each gift.  Return form, money, and tags to your 

child's teacher by Friday, December 4.  Classes will shop only once on a day/time chosen by 

their teacher.   

Mobile Mammography:  Our school nurse has arranged for the Prisma Health Mobile 

Mammography Unit to visit our parish and provide this life saving service for our community on 

January19th. When detected early, breast cancer cure rates approach 100 percent. We know that 

many people have been unable to attend their yearly screenings due to COVID-19. We hope this 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0uceuhrD8uHtTPvJovdfrdlb_iTxCW31bw


opportunity provides a safe and convenient way to schedule your screening.  Please see the 

attached flyer for more information.   

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves”~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

Sincerely, 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 

mailto:dyarnall@stjosdevine.com

