
saint Joseph catholic school, a coeducational parish school for 
grades K4 through 6, exists for the purpose of providing catholic 
education of the highest quality to the children of parishioners 
and other residents of the columbia area. central to the school 
program is a dedication to spiritual development and academic 
excellence based on gospel values. through opportunities to 
worship, to learn, and to grow in character, saint Joseph students 
are prepared to be lifelong learners who practice and live their 
values in the catholic, christian tradition.

O u r  m I s s I O n

Inspiring minds • Building character • Living faith
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“ If your plan is for a  

year, plant rice. If your 

plan is for a decade, 

plant trees. If your  

plan is for a lifetime,  

educate children.” 

– Confucius

www.stjosdevine.com
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We Are One in the Spirit By Rebecca Seezen

things were a little different in the 
church one friday in January. second 

grader, Katie King noticed, “they brought 
up beans and popcorn,” at Offertory. and 
that wasn’t the only thing. there were ten 
celebrants instead of the usual one, and they 
were wearing many different colored robes 
and stoles. It was the sixth annual saint 
Joseph school ecumenical service. every 
year the school invites clergy from students’ 
churches to join in a service of unity. 
monsignor richard harris noted, “While 
we are a catholic school, it is important to 
acknowledge and celebrate the faiths of all 
of our students.” lutherans, methodists, 
Baptists, episcopalians, and presbyterians 
were represented this year. although many 
things were different than a “normal” mass, 
this service taught that we are all the same.

reverend John trump, from saint andrews 
lutheran church, gave the sermon with 
a little help from his neighbor, sixth grader, sam hall. 
trump compared religious denominations to college sports 
recruiting, saying, “the idea is we gotta sign up somebody 
and get them for our team.” he asked sam if he would 
pick carolina or clemson, and sam (with a little help 
from his parents) surprised him by pulling out a hat from 
muhlenberg college, trump’s college football alma mater. 

after a big laugh, trump explained, “that’s not the way god 
acts,” that we are, “one apostolic church, one baptism,” and 
“god sees us this way, as one.” he finished by saying, “It’s 
not what hat we pick up, it’s that god picks us.”

In honor of the ecumenical service, students engaged in 
a friendly competition between classes to see who could 
collect the most items for the saint vincent de paul food 
pantry. as principal rose tindall described it, “this pantry 

is housed at our church and each Wednesday, 
75-100 individuals are served by the pantry. 
It is always in desperate need of restocking, 
and they count on our support.” at Offertory, 
students carried a sampling of the over 2000 
items collected to the altar, including beans and 
popcorn. the big winners of the competition 
were all the people who will be helped by the 
students’ generosity.

the service had a fitting end as students and 
clergy joined in singing, “We are one in the 
spirit, we are one in the lord…and they’ll know 
we are christians by our love.” 

Sixth grader, Sam Hall, surprises Reverend John Trump  
with a hat from his college alma mater.

Several of the visiting clergy gather before the service.
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as I write this letter, we are wrapping up our festivities 
for the 2011 national catholic schools Week. catholic 
schools have been a part of my family forever, and each 
time we celebrate this week, it is like my “homecoming.” 
as many of you know, my mother passed away on 
december 20, 2010, and she was my teacher when I 
attended saint Wendelin’s catholic school in pittsburgh, 
pa. she was mostly my music teacher, but she taught 
me a year of english and a year of life science. In those 
days, the teachers were extremely versatile and basically 
took any assignment they were given with that kind of 
obedience that their predecessors, the good religious 
sisters, did. my mother, heart condition and all, even 
taught pe for a year or two!
 today’s teachers are more specialized. take Bob 
Bramhall, for instance, our very accomplished art 
teacher. Bob has a degree in studio art and he guides our 
students through various genres of art, focusing on the 
masters and the techniques they used. the students’ art, 
featured at our art expo on february 3, was a testament 
to his expertise in the classroom. mr. B, as we call him, is 
an unsung hero around our school, in an era where arts 
programs are being threatened in educational institutions. 
We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful staff of 
special area teachers.
 today’s teachers use technology. In this newsletter, you 
will read about mrs. vicki mcnally, one of our fifth grade 
teachers who has grown to depend on the technology used 
in her classroom. smart boards, lap top computers, and 
sound amplification systems have become the standard 
materials of the classroom. Our annual fund drive this 
year is devoted to raising funds to upgrade and advance 
technology at saint Joseph school.

 today’s teachers are concerned about the whole child. 
at saint Joseph school, it is our mission to strive for 
academic excellence, build character and live the faith 
we have as catholics. the students at saint Joseph 
school are our number one priority. We cherish them, we 
encourage them, and we wish for them to be the best. 
 my mother, a parishioner of saint Joseph church, 
always spoke highly of saint Joseph school. she was 
always impressed by everything she witnessed here, and I 
really don’t think it was just because I was principal. she 
knew a great school when she saw one! 

may god bless you in 2011 and always!

roselyn K. tindall, m. ed.
Principal

From the principal

Rose Tindall, Principal
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Annual Fund Update
thank you to all of you who have so generously contributed to the Annual Fund.  
if you haven’t mailed your donation yet, please help us reach our goal of $42,500 by 
sending it in the enclosed envelope. if you have decided not to contribute monetarily, 
please consider saying a prayer for Saint Joseph School and returning the enclosed 
envelope with the prayer box checked. the percentage of participation is very  
important to show support for our mission of providing a quality Catholic education. 

$15,000

$42,500
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i Scream, you Scream, We All Scream for Catholic Schools Week

Congratulations to the 2010 taste of heaven Committee, 

chaired by Katie marr and John Adams. their hard work, 

along with the work of dozens of committee members, 

raised over $45,000 for the ptO. in addition, the launch  

of the new Fund a project brought in $2750.  

A big thank you from the Saint Joseph School Family!

Saint Joseph School celebrated Catholic Schools Week with several activities, including ice cream sundaes for the 
students, and a Science, Art and Math Expo for parents and visitors.

Fifth grader, Bella Gentile, took home a first place 
ribbon for her science fair project.

Eliza Carrouth, Gabby Taylor, Neveah 
Haley, and Maddison Berends love their ice 

cream sundaes. Alyssa McGovern serves 
up toppings for  

her daughter,  
Ann Marie McGovern.

Art teacher, Bob Bramhall, joins students,  
A.J. Perez-Caballero, Kelsey Pratt, and  

Wolfi Buchmaier, with a sampling of student work 
at the Science, Art and Math Expo.

Mackey Chontos, Jorge Sanchez, and Chase 
Padgett enjoy Student Appreciation Day.

Mr. Bramhall 
helps students turn 

recyclables into art.
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From technophobe to technofan: One teacher’s Journey By Carla manning

fifth-grade teacher vicki mcnally admits she was 
overwhelmed and intimidated when she came to saint 

Joseph school three years ago and saw the technology in use. 
“I came from teaching at a school for twelve years where we 
used white chalk on a blackboard. I had never even seen a 
smart board.” a workshop she took in her first month here 
got her excited to use the new tools. she took some tentative 
steps by first using the smart board to show videos from 
scetv and national geographic. It was when she started 
using interactive activities with the smart board for math 

that mrs. mcnally became a true convert. “One student can 
come up to work a problem and all the others cheer them on. 
I saw how truly engaged the students became.”

mrs. mcnally is also a fan of her laptop computer. “not 
only do I use it to develop lesson plans and do research, 
it is invaluable as a way to communicate with parents and 
my colleagues.” she says that her laptop makes her life as 
a teacher easier because experts have developed wonderful 
enrichment applications that she can use and they free her 
from developing materials from scratch. as the school’s 
yearbook advisor, mrs. mcnally has also found the laptop 
to be a great timesaver in laying out the publication.

the audio system in the classroom also enhances mrs. 
mcnally’s lessons. “I love to use the microphone to read 
aloud because I can use different expressive voices that 
grab the students’ attention.” she also uses the system to 
play music when the students come in the morning or they 
are working on a writing exercise. “the audio system is 
another way to stimulate learning,” mcnally says, “and the 
soft music can set the tone for the day.”

mrs. mcnally is the first to say that technology is not 
a substitute for the interaction with her students, but 
she is grateful for how the tools have helped her bring 
her teaching to another level. “even in my religion class, 
I use the smart board to show inspirational stories to 
emphasize the morals we are discussing.” 

mrs. mcnally is currently taking an online class to renew 
her teaching certification and is looking forward to further 
training in smart board applications.

Fifth grade teacher, Vicki McNally, makes use of classroom 
technology every day.

Fifth Grade plays and learns During Weeklong experience  
at Starbase Swamp Fox, hosted by the Air national Guard  
at mcentire Joint national Guard Base

Isaiah Davis prepares to 
launch his rocket.

Fifth grade boys watch 
their rockets fly high.

Kathryn Roberts retrieves 
her rocket from the field.

Alexandra Dodson concentrates 
on her experiment.
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Spirit of Giving
•  students filled christmas shoeboxes for 

Operation christmas child, a program of 
samaritan’s purse.  the program distributes 
shoeboxes to eight million needy children in 
130 countries around the world as a way to 
demonstrate god’s love in a tangible way.

•  students collected over 2000 canned goods in 
honor of the 2011 ecumenical service.  the items 
will all go to support the saint vincent de paul 
food pantry.  the three classes who collected the 
most items were treated to a super Bowl party. 
they were mrs. crum’s third grade, miss Kessler’s 
fourth grade, and mrs. mcnally’s fifth grade.

•  members of the Beta club made prayer cards for 
the national catholic education association and 
diocesan representatives who were in town for a 
state-wide advisory council Workshop.

Drama Club

The Drama Club, made up of fourth and fifth grade students, 
treated the school to a production of the classic fairy tale, 

Hansel and Gretel.


