
September 27, 2020 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter:  Thoughts for the Week; No School; Student Council Officers; Update 

to Morning Carpool; MAP Testing; Handwriting Awards; Grandparents Card Contest; and 

Change in the School Calendar.   

Thoughts for the Week: “I don’t believe you have to be better than everybody else.  I believe 

you have to be better than you thought you could be.”  ~ Ken Venturi.  This week take time to 

talk with your children about not comparing themselves to others. They only need to strive to be 

the best they can be in comparison to themselves.    

No School:  There is no school on Friday, October 2, 2020, as teachers attend professional 

development training. 

 

Student Council Officers:   Congratulations to our newly elected Student Council Officers:  

President, Claire Kaminski; Vice President, Will Sexton; Secretary, Ava Gabelman; Treasurer, 

Collin Frederick; and Service Chair, Maddie Collins.     

Update in Morning Carpool:  As we continue to evaluate our Covid procedures, we have 

decided to make a change to our temperature checks in morning carpool.  This week, we are 

finding that students are presenting with elevated temperatures in cars.  We think this is due to 

the cooler weather and families having the heater on in the car, as well as the students having on 

more outerwear.  Going forward we will be checking temperatures at the gate or door where your 

student enters the building. If there is any issue with your student’s temperature, they will be sent 

to the school nurse for a recheck.  If there continues to be a problem, you will be notified to 

return.  Thank you for your support.   

MAP Testing:  MAP results were scheduled to go home in an envelope addressed to the parents 

on Monday, October 5th.  Please let your child’s teacher know if you have any questions.   

Handwriting Awards: Last year, several students were recognized for outstanding achievement 

at the school level in the Zaner-Bloser 2019-2020 National Handwriting Contest. We have 

recently been informed, and are pleased to recognize, two state grade-level winners.  The 

winning students received an engraved medallion, and their teachers received a small gift as 

well.  Congratulations to Juliet Knoepp and Ferne Mellen for earning this honor!   

Grandparents Card Contest: This year we cannot safely invite grandparents to join us for our 

traditional Grandparents Day celebration, but we would still like to remember them in a small 

way. This fall we will send grandparents a card so they know we are thinking about them.  We 

are holding a contest to find the artwork for our card. If your student would like to enter the 

contest they should: 

• Use a piece of paper that is 4.25x5.5” (half a standard sheet of paper) 



• Draw a picture about their grandparents in color. Be sure to sign the back of their 

masterpiece. 

• Turn it in to the office by Friday, October 9th  

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be included in the card design. Good luck! 

Change in the School Calendar:  The five Columbia Catholic Schools have made a change to 

the academic calendar – the schools will dismiss at 12 Noon on Tuesday, November 3rd.  This 

change was to allow our faculty and staff time to vote.   

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves”~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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