
May 2, 2021 

Dear Saint Joseph, Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter: Thoughts for the Week; No School; Midlands Gives; Teacher 

Appreciation Week; 6th Grade Mothers Mass; MAP Testing; Scholastic Book Fair; Teacher 

Openings for 2021-22 School Year; Mask Updates; and IXL Pizza Challenge.   

Thoughts for the Week: Joy is what happens to us when we allow ourselves to recognize how 

good things really are.” - Marianne Williamson. This week take time to recognize the good in 

our school, your family, and your lives. – Make a difference today! 

No School:  The school will be closed tomorrow, Monday, May 3rd for a teacher workday.  

Enjoy the long weekend!   

Midlands Gives: Mark your calendars – Midlands Gives is coming up this week on Tuesday, 

May 4! Midlands Gives is a one day online giving event that supports nonprofits in the 

midlands. The giving day begins at 6 AM and ends at 11:59:59 PM. Here at Saint Joseph, all 

donations will support our Saints Fund. This fund helps with everything from tuition assistance 

to technology upgrades and facility improvements. Please plan to give during our Power Hour 

between 10:00 and 10:59 AM to try to help us win an additional $2000 prize. The nonprofit 

with the most unique donations during that hour will win! The minimum donation is $10 and 

every donation helps. Double your gift with a match from our Matching Gift Angels. Generous 

Saint Joseph donors have agreed to match up to $28,000 of donations during Midlands Gives.  

With your help, we could raise a historic $56,000 in one day! Support our school on Tuesday, 

May 4 by going to https://www.midlandsgives.org/stjosdevine. 

Teacher Appreciation Week:  This upcoming week is National Teacher Appreciation week.  

Please take a moment to thank your child’s teacher this week!  

6th Grade Mothers Mass:  We will honor both our earthly mothers and heavenly mother at the 

May Crowning Mass on May 7, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. During the program, we will, of course, honor 

the Blessed Mother, but would also like to honor the mothers/special persons of our sixth grade 

students.  The seating will be limited to the 6th grade student and their mother or special person.  

MAP Testing:  This week 5th and 6th grades will be testing.  Please help your child do his/her 

best by: 

Getting a good night’s sleep. 

Eating a healthy breakfast. 

Being on time/present for school. 

Developing positive self-talk (an “I can do it attitude.”) 

https://www.midlandsgives.org/stjosdevine?fbclid=IwAR3RIRTzqSxqMG-1Dk9N2f86gMA4unTch86tI0MJFhKVi15v0E-OLjnFKT0


Encouraging them to listen/read all the questions and answers carefully, taking note of important 

words and clues, and choosing the best answer. 

Taking brain breaks when needed. 

Scholastic Book Fair:  The Scholastic Book Fair will run from Tuesday, May 4-Friday, May 7 

during school hours.  

We are excited to have an in person book fair this spring, but unfortunately only tudents will be 

able to shop the fair. No guests this year.    

Check out the Scholastic links posted on our school website.https://www.stjosdevine.com. Here 

you will be able to look through the virtual flyer, shop online if you choose, and learn about 

eWallet-a cashless payment option for the students. You can also send in cash or check (payable 

to the school) with your student.  

Teacher Openings for 2021-22 School Year:  We are sad to announce that Mrs. Wigington will 

not be returning for the 2021-22 school year. We wish her the very best as she starts a new and 

exciting chapter in her life.  The school is currently looking to fill the part time Spanish position. 

If you know of any qualified candidates, please refer them to our website’s employment page. 

https://www.stjosdevine.com/employment  

.   

Mask Update:  Recent changes in CDC guidance regarding wearing masks outdoors has 

allowed us to make the following change: effective Tuesday, May 4th, Saint Joseph Catholic 

School will not require masks to be worn at recess in most cases. There may be situations where 

teachers deem masks necessary while outside. No matter the situation, students may elect to 

continue to wear their masks while outdoors. Teachers will continue to remind students about 

socially distancing themselves while playing at recess.  

IXL Pizza Party Challenge:  The class that completes the most grade level or MAP goal level 

skills between April 14th and May 14th will earn a class a pizza party.   

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves” ~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

Sincerely, 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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