
September 6, 2020 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter:  Thoughts for the Week; No School; Health and Safety of Our 

Community; COVID Test; Water Bottle; Carpool; COVID Homebound; MAP Testing; 

Charleston Wrap; School Photos; and Saint Joseph Catholic Church News.    

Thoughts for the Week:   Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail 

better.”  ~ Samuel Beckett.  We will fail, more often than we care to think.  We can learn from 

our failures….and we’re still going to fail in the future.  The key is to fail in new ways, not to 

keep repeating the failures we’ve already experienced.  I won’t get discouraged by failure but 

will try to make sure that when I fail, it’s because of something new, not because I’m stuck in a 

rut.”  ~ The Daily Book of Positive Quotations by Linda Picone.  Take time this week to talk 

with your children about how you deal with failure and how it makes you the person you are.  

Make it a great week by your actions, words, and thoughts!    

No School:  The school will be closed Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day.  

Classes will resume Tuesday, September 8th at 8:00 a.m.  

Health and Safety of Our Community:  During this long weekend, we ask that SJCS families 

engage in best practices at home and in the community.  Please refrain from large group 

gatherings.  If you socialize in large groups, please wear your masks.  Other best practices that 

can be implemented this weekend and every day are the three Ws: Wear your mask, Wash your 

hands often, and Watch your distance.  Thank you for your support- we really want to keep Saint 

Joseph Catholic School learning in-person.   

COVID Tests:  If someone in your household is being tested for COVID all members of the 

household should be quarantined until a negative test result or the appropriate amount of time 

has passed since exposure/symptoms. 

https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-

19-contact-guidance 

https://www.scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/media/document/Interim_DHEC_Guidance_for_Scho

ol_Response_to_Cases_and_Contacts_of_COVID-19-7.8.20%20FINAL.pdf   

Water Bottle:  As a reminder, all drinking fountains have been turned off.  Students need to 

bring a water bottle with them each day.  Student can refill their bottles in the classrooms.   

Carpool:  Thank you for your patience during carpool. Both dismissal lines are down to 20min 

or under!  Thank you for reading and following our carpool rules. They are attached to this email 

if you need a refresher.  Below are a few rules that we would like to highlight again.  

https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-contact-guidance
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-contact-guidance
https://www.scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/media/document/Interim_DHEC_Guidance_for_School_Response_to_Cases_and_Contacts_of_COVID-19-7.8.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/media/document/Interim_DHEC_Guidance_for_School_Response_to_Cases_and_Contacts_of_COVID-19-7.8.20%20FINAL.pdf


• If you would like to walk up to pick up your child(ren), you must inform the front 

office and your child will be waiting for you at the walk up gate located at the back 

of the school near the gym. You may not walk up to the front or back carpool lines 

to pick up your child(ren).  

• Back carpool exit will be led by the faculty member on duty. Cars may be directed 

to turn right or left to keep traffic moving. 

• Keep front carpool exit moving. Do not wait to cross all lanes of traffic if you need 

to go left on Kilbourne. You may proceed further down Devine and make a left on 

an alternate street. 

• No left turns into carpool – front or back. 

• Do not text or talk on the phone in carpool. 

• Please have students enter and exit your car only from the passenger side. This is 

for the safety of students. 

• Please do not get out of your car if at all possible. 

• Place carpool signs on the passenger side of your windshield. If possible, please 

attach it to the passenger sun visor for best visibility.  

• Teach younger students to buckle and unbuckle their own car seats. Per Diocesan 

policy, faculty and staff are not allowed to assist in this. It is a great life skill to 

work on this weekend! 

• If you are in line on Blossom Street, please try to not block the entrance and exit 

gates of back carpool. 

COVID Homebound:  Thank you for your flexibility and patience as we refine our homebound 

protocol.  To accommodate our current students in the homebound program and plan for future 

students, we have revised our protocol.   Students do not start the homebound protocol until the 

school gets official word of a positive test (any member of the household).  When students are 

out waiting for a positive test, they are not in the COVID protocol.  Again, student’s 1st day in 

the homebound protocol will be the day the school receives official word of the positive 

test.  We will use noon as our cut-off time.  Any reports of a positive test made after 12N will be 

considered for the next day. The days the student is out waiting for test results are days that the 

classroom teacher will send homework – the same procedure we follow if a student is home sick 

(non Covid).  The school nurse/principal will notify the classroom teacher(s) and the homebound 

teacher once a student enters the COVID protocol.   

The 1st day the school gets official notice of a positive test:  The school Nurse/Principal will 

notify the classroom teacher and homebound teacher of a student entering the protocol.  The 

classroom teacher will send an email to the family and provide activities to be done for the next 

two days in all relevant subjects.  

The 2nd day after the positive test:  The classroom teacher will begin organizing all relevant 

subjects for the extended absence.  These assignments may be sent day-by-day or for several 



days at a time over the course of the absence. The homebound and classroom teachers will 

communicate by phone and/or email about background and key skills that must be included.   

 

The 3rd day after the positive test:  The homebound teacher will contact the family and lay out 

the schedule and learning plan.  The classroom teacher will send all subject work directly to the 

student/parent and copy the homebound teacher on the email by the end of the school day.  This 

email should include any links or resources that will be needed.  If applicable, the classroom 

teacher may need to leave work, books, etc in the office for the parent to pick up while the 

student is out. 

The 4th day after the positive test until the student’s return: Homebound teacher will start to 

have a daily 30-minute touch point with each student.  The homebound teacher will serve as a 

tutor for the student and a liaison between parent and classroom teacher when necessary.  The 

homebound teacher will reteach or assist student with specific content.  A 2nd session may be 

scheduled in the afternoon for refinement as determined by the homebound teacher and 

classroom teacher. 

MAP Testing:  Kindergarten and first grade will test this week.  Please refer to past Sunday 

notes for a few things students and parents can do to prepare for MAP testing.  Please contact the 

school if you have questions about MAP testing.   

Charleston Wrap:  The PTO needs your help!  Charleston Wrap catalogs were sent home last 

Monday.  The sale runs until Wednesday, September 16th.  The fundraiser is all virtual this 

year.  We encourage you to spread the word and invite family and friends to shop online with 

your student’s participant code.  Please register your student at 

www.charlestonwrapstore.com.  Our organization ID is 15787.  As always, the PTO thanks you 

for your support! 

School Photos:  Families have until September 9 to visit www.strawbridge.net and order school 

photos.  Our school code is FM342309.  You will prepay for your package (before seeing the 

pictures). When the photos arrive, if they are not to your liking, you may sit for a re-take on 

November 13 or request a refund from customer service.   

Saint Joseph Catholic Church News:  Whenever two or three of you come together in My 

Name, I am there with you. Matthew 18:20. We are so excited to announce that Masses in the 

Church are resuming starting the weekend of September 12th. Our Mass schedule will include 

Masses in the Church, as well as one Mass in the Gym for those who feel more comfortable with 

our current protocols, and our live-streamed Mass for those who are more comfortable 

worshipping at home. The Bishop has granted dispensation until further notice for all who cannot 

attend Mass. 

Mass Times 

• Daily Mass, Tuesday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. (Church) No registration required.  

http://www.charlestonwrapstore.com/
http://www.strawbridge.net/


• Daily Mass, Tuesday through Friday, 12:00 p.m. Live-Streaming Facebook/YouTube. 

Not open to parishioners. 

• Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m. (Church) Registration required. 

• Sunday 8 a.m. (Church) Registration required. 

• Sunday 10:30 a.m. Live-Streaming Facebook/YouTube, Broadcast 90.9 FM. Not open to 

parishioners. 

• Sunday 12:15 p.m. (Gym) No registration required. 

 

Please follow the link below for the protocols for Mass in the Church and Mass in the Gym. 

There is a lot of information including information on our reservation system. 

Also, for those interested in volunteering for the Church Masses, we are providing guaranteed 

seating for up to 3 additional members in your family. For more information, or to volunteer, 

please contact Mindy McBurney at 803.254.7646 or mindy@stjosephcolumbia.org. 

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves”~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

Sincerely, 

 Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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