
December 1, 2019 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter:  Thoughts for the Week; Advent Programs; Diversity Conversations; 

Extended Care Handbook; Carpool Signs; and Lands’ End Sale.   

Thoughts for the week: The four weeks of Advent are a slow wait: one candle this week, the 

empty crib. With Mary and Joseph, we wait for Christ. The candles light the way for them – and 

for us, one each week of Advent. 

Christmas should come quickly – the message of the ads. We could be excused for thinking it is 

nearly over. The Christmas parties are well under way. Some dinners for the elderly have been 

held already. The carols have been playing for weeks now. 

The best waiting, like waiting for birth, is slow. Parents wonder about their child – who will he / 

she be like? The mother needs support and love; the children look forward to another baby; 

grandparents wait in pride. Even when the family situation is limited, we wait in joy and hope for 

the child – like Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth and Zechariah and all the bible parents who waited, 

often for many years. 

How is my faith this year from last year? And what would I be asking for? Would I promise 

anything to help me wait actively for Jesus – Mass more often than Sunday, the Angelus every 

day, to read the gospel each day, to be kinder and more just, care for the poor and needy at 

home or away. Let my Advent bring me closer to God and effect for the best the lives of those 

close to me. If we wait in faith and in hope, then everything, even the carols sung too early and 

the celebrations too early, can remind us of the God who is coming soon in Jesus Christ, to be 

born of Mary.  Mary may l wait with you in joy and in patience and in hope.  The thought for the 

week is from https://www.catholicireland.net/?homilies=advent-1 an online source of 

information and inspiration.   

Advent Prayer Programs:  The school will host two prayer programs during this holy season. 

The first is a special Advent gathering of Mary's Children and will begin tomorrow, Monday, 

December 2nd.  This group will meet each day the school is in session from 7:25-7:45 am. 

Students will gather each morning in the cafeteria to pray the rosary and prepare their hearts for 

the coming of Jesus.  

 

Starting on Tuesday, December 3rd at 8:15 am all students will assemble in the gym for the 

blessing and lighting of the school Advent wreath.  Advent wreath services will continue at 8am 

each Tuesday and Thursday the school is in session during Advent. Parents and parishioners are 

welcome to join us for any of these prayer programs.    

 

Diversity Conversations:  Parents, please join us for a conversation on diversity at Saint Joseph 

School on December 4th from 8:00a -9:00a.  We would like to talk about acknowledging, 

reflecting and celebrating diversity in our school.  The goal is to recognize the uniqueness of our 

students while learning about the many cultures in our world and how they offer so much to all 

of our lives. 
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Extended Care Handbook:  Please look for the Extended Care handbook to be sent home 

tomorrow, Monday, December 2nd with all students who use Extended Care regularly.   

 

Carpool Signs:  Students are not allowed to load into cars that do not display a SJCS carpool 

sign.  All families were issued three signs; if you need another, please call the office. 

 

Lands’ End:  School uniforms will be 50% off November 23- December 3, 2019.  Use promo 

code: Admin50 pin: 1203. 

 

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - "Faith 

to Move Mountains" Matthew 17:20.  Have a blessed week! 

 

Sincerely, 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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