
O u r  m I s s I O n
saint Joseph catholic school, a coeducational parish school for 
grades K4 through 6, exists for the purpose of providing catholic 
education of the highest quality to the children of parishioners 
and other residents of the columbia area. central to the school 
program is a dedication to spiritual development and academic 
excellence based on gospel values. through opportunities to 
worship, to learn, and to grow in character, saint Joseph students 
are prepared to be lifelong learners who practice and live their 
values in the catholic, christian tradition.

Inspiring minds • Building character • Living faith
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Gray hair is a crown  

of glory; it is gained 

by a life that is just.

— Proverbs 16:31

www.stjosdevine.com

4th grader Eve Marie Adams celebrates Grandparents’ Day with some very special guests.
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Grandparents’ Day — October 11, 2013
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Spirit of Giving

Students give treats to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
during Halloween week. They collected over 344 canned 

goods for the church food pantry.
Students wrote letters to thank the military 

for their service in honor of Patriot Day.



DeaR SainT JOSePH caTHOlic 

ScHOOl FRienDS anD FaMily,

fall is here, and the first quarter 
of the school year is already 
over! here in my eighth year as 
principal of saint Joseph catholic 
school, I have accepted a new 
challenge — that of teaching 
sixth grade science. I meet 
students four out of five days 
of the week and am thoroughly 
enjoying teaching them! the 

benefits of being a “teaching administrator” are innumerable. 
I have reacquainted myself with the demands that our teachers 
face each week — lesson planning, grading, communicating 
with parents, coaching, counseling, tutoring, motivating, 
entertaining. I have learned that technology is so important 
to teachers. It is frustrating when the smart Board loses its 
orientation in the middle of your lesson. When the internet 
goes down, and you cannot show the cool video clip that 
was the central piece of your lesson, you have to drop back 
and punt without letting the children see you sweat. I always 
thought I had an appreciation for what teachers do, for I was 

a teacher first, of course, but I had forgotten how hard it is. 
teachers are something special, and we certainly have a terrific 
group of dedicated professionals here.
 as we are preparing to celebrate the school’s sixtieth 
anniversary in september of 2014 (the school opened on 
september 7, 1954), we continue to make strides to keep the 
school and its curriculum current, challenging and fun for our 
students. the purchase of some new technology tools for our 
teachers to use helps us to deliver the best quality instruction 
for our students. In this newsletter, you will read more about 
that. We are very grateful to our many benefactors who make 
the purchase of technology possible for our students.
 I hope that you continue to be as impressed by our wonderful 
students and faculty at saint Joseph catholic school as I am 
and that you will continue to support our endeavors to be and 
do the best. happy fall!

may god bless you,  

 
roselyn K. tindall, m.ed.
principal

From the Principal

Rose Tindall, Principal
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annual FunD uPDaTe 
We hope by now you have received our beautiful Annual Report for the 2012-2013 school 

year. Its updated style reflects the importance we place on thanking all of you who give 

so generously to support Saint Joseph Catholic School. We will kick off the holidays with a 

mailing asking you to consider giving to the 2013-2014 Annual Fund as part of your end-of-

year giving. Please note that all donations accrue to give you your spot of honor on our roll 

of donors for next year’s Annual Report. For example, if you give $100 in the fall and $100 

in the spring, you will be listed among donors who gave $200. Also, don’t forget our easy 

online giving option. Just go to the school website at www.stjosdevine.com and click on the 

“Support our School” button.

mark your calendars for holiday fun!

saint Joseph catholic school will hold a reindeer run for prospective 

students (ages 2-5) on tuesday, december 10, 2013 from 10:00am-11:00am.

for more information, please call the school office at 803.254.6736.

Saint Joseph Catholic School Reindeer Run and Story Time
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chalkboards: Dust in the wind
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remember the days of aggravating your teachers and fellow 
classmates by dragging your fingernails across a chalkboard? 
good luck finding a chalkboard at saint Joseph catholic 
school! the 21st century classroom isn’t your mother’s 
schoolroom anymore! saint Joseph principal rose tindall 
says, “In the last ten years, there have been so many 
advancements in instructional strategies. many of these 
involve the use of technology.” at the end of the last school 
year, school administrators made a significant investment, 
$25,000, in technology upgrades that affect the way all of our 
students obtain information. says ms. tindall, “We know 
that preschool-aged children are already proficient at using 

touch screen tablets (like ipads), and they are spending more 
screen time than previous generations. technology is not 
going away, and we need to be sure to address the needs and 
approaches to learning of all of our children.”

the best practices of reading, writing and arithmetic still 
apply to all school children as they did 10, 20, even 50 
years ago, but today’s kids live in a digital age, and they 
must learn a new set of rules and strategies for fluency. ms. 
tindall believes the interaction between student and smart 
device creates a synergy among students to strive for greater 
achievements. “the children love anything that involves 
technology. they get so excited when they come into the 
classroom or lab and see the smart Boards or promethean 
Boards on!  they enjoy using the student active response 
(iclickers) for quizzes and tests.  they love the interactivity 
of the boards.” every classroom contains a smart Board, 
which essentially replaces that old relic called a chalkboard. 
With the smart Boards, students and teachers can interact 
with the devices by simply using a stylus versus chalk.

even the administration is excited about the new technology 
advancements available to disseminate information to 
students, says tindall, “personally, I have really enjoyed 
using the promethean board in the science lab to teach 
my sixth grade science classes.  It is very user friendly, and 
the students really enjoy the interactive lessons that I have 
done on the board.  I am eager to do some work with the 
activtable and plan on using that really soon.” 

even though chalkboard manufacturers might be shedding 
a tear or two, the only real loss in all of these technological 
advancements is the absence of that unmerciful sound we all 
grew accustomed to sitting in a classroom. and that’s a win-
win for student and teacher.

SainT JOSePH caTHOlic ScHOOl TecHnOlOGy uPGRaDeS 

•  Two Promethean boards — state-of-the-art 
interactive whiteboards that enable up to four 
students to work simultaneously on a variety of 
academic projects

•  active vision Table — a table with an interactive 
surface where six students can sit and participate 
in activities

•  Two interactive “slates” — teachers and students 
use these to write on the Promethean boards 
from anywhere in the room

•  Juno Sound System — a portable sound 
amplification system that can be used by the 
teacher, with four student microphones

•  Set of 32 interactive student response systems 
— handheld with QWERTY key pad so that 
students can not only answer multiple choice 
questions but can type in their answers

•  SMaRT boards — in every classroom
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a Return to the classroom
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Once a teacher always a teacher, and for chris castellano 
the homecoming at saint Joseph catholic school has been 
a joy. they say absence makes the heart grow fonder, and 
mrs. castellano’s time away from an academic atmosphere 
confirmed her calling was to nurture young people. “I knew 
I missed teaching and the feel of the classroom environment 
when elizabeth abramson and I took over 4th grade – 
sonnie (moore) and Karen (Walsh) went out for maternity 
leave.” mrs. castellano and her assistant, donna tate, get 
the opportunity to mold the youngest minds wandering the 
halls of saint Joseph catholic school. “I was very excited to 
have the opportunity to teach K4 and work once again with 
the wonderful staff at saint Joseph,” says mrs. castellano. 

mrs. castellano has more than 11 years’ experience in 
education and is the mother of two boys. In her previous 

roles as a teacher, mrs. castellano taught first and second 
grades, as well as kindergarten through sixth grades, but it 
was an experience as a high school teacher in a child and 
adolescent psychiatry class where she knew she made a 
difference in the future of one of her pupils. “I was working 
with a teenager who had been hospitalized for nearly a 
year in adolescent psychiatry. It was not until years later I 
received a letter from her. she told me she remembered me 
and not to worry about her because she had a job and was 
doing well,” says castellano. 

even though mrs. castellano might not expect a 
handwritten letter from her young students, the returns 
are the same, says the newest addition to the saint Joseph 
staff, “donna tate and I are laughing everY daY in K4! 
the children will come up with some pretty funny stories,” 
she says. as a mother of two boys, a wife of more than 20 
years and an owner of two dogs, mrs. castellano has built 
up enough patience to know sometimes the simplest things 
in life must be done one step at a time, “I think we are most 
funny walking in line. Yes, it is a large class, and donna 
and I are trying to teach the traditional catholic school 
way to walk in line. Inevitably, girls will start their ballerina 
pirouettes; boys will zigzag to get away from the animals 
in the jungle; there is always one to stop the line to admire 
god’s creations; and there are two boys who have skillfully 
mastered walking backwards.”

mrs. castellano’s experience in the classroom spans more 
than a decade at various teaching levels, but this year her 
journey back to the classroom might be as simple as a, B, c, 
“It takes us fOrever to get from point a to point B. that 
is when donna and I look at each other and say, ‘It must be 
great to be four!’” 

60TH anniveRSaRy cOMinG SOOn
We are excited to announce that next fall, Saint Joseph Catholic School will be celebrating 60 years of quality 

Catholic education in the midlands. Our beloved school was opened in the fall of 1954. We are already in 

the planning stages for the festivities and would like your help. Did you, or someone you know, attend Saint 

Joseph Catholic School? We want to get in touch with them to make sure no one is left out of the reunions 

and celebrations planned. You can share contact information for any alumni of the school by emailing the 

name, mailing address, and email address of the alum to 60thanniversary@stjosdevine.com.  We would also 

love to see old pictures and yearbooks that could possibly be used for anniversary materials. Please let us 

know if you have any of these to share. Look for more information in our next edition of the newsletter and 

be sure to like us on Facebook for updates (Saint Joseph Catholic School, Columbia, S.C.).
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Superkids Technology Makes Reading Fun with Phonics

saint Joseph catholic school K5 teacher, teresa elam, took 
time out of her busy school day to describe the new reading 
program, superkids, that has reinvigorated elementary 
students’ love of reading.

HOw iS THe ReaDinG PROGRaM DiFFeRenT FROM OuR PaST PROGRaMS?

the superkids reading program is a comprehensive reading and 
language arts curriculum with phonics at its core. as superkids 
builds strong phonics and decoding skills, it simultaneously 
integrates instruction in comprehension, vocabulary, and 
fluency. Our last program was a good whole language program 
with good literature. We needed more phonics.

aRe yOu exciTeD abOuT THiS new PROGRaM? 

Yes, superkids gives us the consistency we need. the 
program begins in K4 and goes to 2nd grade so we build 
on each year. I like the classroom technology components. 
•  Core instruction materials — teachers can access the online 

version of superkids materials for core instruction, including 
student Book pages, Blackline masters, and daily routines.

•  Online games – Interactive games provide practice and 
reinforcement of skills. the games coordinate with the 
skill sequence of the program’s core instruction. students 
can play the games at school or at home.

•  Interactive books and magazines – students can read 
interactive books and magazines at school and at home to 
build fluency.

•  Classroom management – teachers can use online lessons 
and other tools for instruction and planning purposes.

•  School-to-home connection – parents can stay up-to-
date on what their child’s class is working on and learn 
more about the superkids reading program. children can 
access activities for practice and reinforcement at home.

HOw DO yOu Feel THiS new PROGRaM beneFiTS THe cHilDRen?

the students love the program because they are interested 
in and care about the superkids characters. the characters 
make learning the skills fun, so if the students are interested 
and having fun they will remember what they have learned.

like uS On FacebOOk        FOllOw uS On TwiTTeR @STJOSDevineST


