
September 1, 2019 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this news letter:  Thoughts for the Week; No School; Charleston Wraps; Coffee and 

Conversations; PTO Meeting; Hurricane Preparedness; Oktoberfest; Standardized Testing; and 

Youth Basketball. 

Thoughts for the week:  We just don't recognize the most significant moments of our lives while 

they're happening. Back then I thought, 'Well, there'll be other days.' I didn't realize that that 

was the only day." -- Archibald "Moonlight" Graham, "Field of Dreams" This week take time to 

enjoy the moments of each day and help your children, spouse, coworker to enjoy the little and 

big moments of each day!      

No School:  The school will be closed Monday, September 2nd in observance of Labor Day.  

Classes will resume Tuesday, September 3rd at 8:00 a.m. 

Charleston Wraps:  The PTO needs your help!  Please be on the lookout for the Charleston 

Wrap catalogs going out in the Monday folders on Tuesday.  The sale runs until Tuesday, 

September 24th.  We encourage you to share the catalog with family, friends, co-workers and 

neighbors.  For easy access, the link with instructions will also be posted on the Saint Joseph 

School website.  Starting Tuesday (9/3/19), please register your student at 

www.charlestonwrapstore.com.  You can use the Easy Email Invite Generator to invite out of 

town friends and family to shop and support.  Our school ID is 15787. 

Coffee and Conversation:  The school Administration and PTO will host Coffee and 

Conversations on Thursday, September 5th, beginning at 8:05.  Coffee and Conversation is a time 

to ask any questions about Saint Joseph, the happenings around the school and also discuss 

anything you feel the school is doing well or areas that can be improved upon.  This meeting is a 

30-45-minute drop-in.   

PTO Meeting:  Following the Coffee and Conversations meeting the PTO will hold their 

September meeting.   

Hurricane Preparedness: During hurricane season, please be aware of school policies 

regarding weather-related school closings. We always keep a close eye on weather forecasts and 

make decisions regarding school closing as soon as we can. We will always communicate those 

closings to you with a text, phone call, and email. We do not follow Richland County School 

District 1 and we do not always close when other Columbia area Catholic schools close, however 

the Columbia Catholic schools try to make this decision together. If we do have to close the 

school, the Diocese has new e-learning guidelines that enable us to send home schoolwork so 

weather-related days will not need to be made up at the end of the year.  
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PTO Auction – Oktoberfest: Parties with a Purpose are a great way to get involved with the 

auction! Oyster Roast, Wine Tastings, Ladies Night Out, and Holiday Parties are just a few of 

the parties we have had in the past. Get a group together, pick a theme/date/ticket price and 

count, and help raise money for the auction! There is a link to a form on the school website 

www.stjosdevine.com. Please consider this fun way to raise money and meet people in our 

school community! Let Margaret Asay (margekd@aol.com) or Teresa Bowers 

(teresabiediger@hotmail.com) know if you are interested or if you have any questions. 

Don't forget about being a Host Family...Check out the auction website 

(https://StJoseph2019.givesmart.com) for more information! 

Standardized Testing:  Students in grades K-6 will be taking the Northwestern Education 

Association (NWEA) Measures of Academic Performance (MAP).  Students will take the two 

test battery over the next three weeks. The tests will be administered in September, January, and 

May. Results are made available to parents/guardians once Diocesan testing is complete.   

Next week grades 5 and 6 will be testing.  Please see the full schedule attached to this email.    

Here are a few things students and parents can do to prepare for MAP testing:   

Please refrain from scheduling any appointments for students during testing.  Students 

who are late will not be able to take the test with their class and will need to make up the 

test on Friday.   

Make sure your students get plenty of sleep. Going to bed a little earlier can help ensure a 

good night’s sleep. Being well rested will give your children an extra boost of energy for 

test day.   

Provide a nutritious breakfast.  Eating protein (eggs, meat, cheese, etc.), rather than a 

sugary donut, will help students perform better.  (Too much food can make them feel 

sleepy, so don’t overdo it!)   

Be sure your child gets some exercise after school to keep their energy up.   

Remind children to double-check their work on the test.  They can catch mistakes if they 

take time to proofread answers carefully.  

Encourage your children to do their very best, but don’t place too much emphasis on the 

test.   

Students may bring in a couple of mints (please NO bags) to have during testing.  
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Youth Basketball:  As some of you are aware the CIBL has folded.  The Parish of Saint Joseph 

is committed to providing youth basketball for the youth of the Parish and school.  There are 

already plans in motion to provide youth basketball.  If you have questions or thoughts, please 

contact Adrienne Carrol adrienne@stjosephcolumbia.org  

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - "Faith 

to Move Mountains" Matthew 17:20.  Have a blessed week! 

 

Sincerely, 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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