
April 18, 2021 

Dear Saint Joseph, Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter: Thoughts for the Week; Cognia Accreditation; MAP Testing; Uplift 

Your Priest; IXL Pizza Party Challenge; Vaccination Clinic; Career Day; 2021-2022 School 

Supplies; SJCS Spirit Night; Midlands Gives; and Vacation Bible School.    

Thoughts for the Week:  "You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and 

smarter than you think." —  This quote is from Christopher Robin directed to Pooh. The quote is 

a great quote considering our children are battling with the concept of self-image, self-worth and, 

acceptance. This week talk with your child about when they doubt themselves, remember these 

words, even though it may seem foolish. You ARE braver than you believe, you ARE stronger 

than you seem, and you ARE smarter than you think. Stop worrying and stop stressing out. You 

are perfect, exactly the way you are.  

Cognia Accreditation:  Our school is hosting a site visit team as part of our school accreditation 

process Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday April 21-23rd.  Every five years we are required to 

host a visiting team which meets with students, parents, faculty/staff, Advisory Council, School 

and Parish leadership. This year, due to Covid, this visit will be virtual. We appreciate all those 

volunteering their time to help in our reaccreditation process.   

MAP Testing:  Over the next three weeks, 5K – 6th grade classes will be taking the spring MAP 

test.  The MAP schedule is attached. This week 5K, 1st and 2nd grades will be testing.  Please 

help your child do his/her best by: 

Getting a good night’s sleep. 

Eating a healthy breakfast. 

Being on time/present for school. 

Developing positive self-talk (an “I can do it attitude.”) 

Encouraging them to listen/read all of the questions and answers carefully, taking note of 

important words and clues, and choosing the best answer. 

Taking brain breaks when needed. 



. 

 

Uplift Your Priest:  This week is Uplift Your 

Priest week.  Our priests are being called into 

great heroic action by offering the sacraments, 

finding creative ways to serve parishioners 

and schools, and maintaining less than full 

churches with limited staff support during a 

pandemic 
In response, Saint Joseph Catholic School will 

be joining with the Diocese of Charleston and 

the Houston-based Vocation Ministry in is 

annual “Uplift Your Priest” international 

campaign from April 12-23, which is 

designed to inspire the laity to support and 

encourage their priests.  

 

We need to let our clergy know that their 

people recognize their daily sacrifices.  The 

school will be finding ways to recognize and thank Msgr. Harris during the next week.   

 

As a family take time to let your parish priest know that they are appreciated and valued!    

 

IXL Pizza Party Challenge:  The class that completes the most grade level or MAP goal level 

skills between April 14th and May 14th will earn a class a pizza party.   

Vaccination Clinic:  Now open - a free vaccination center in the Columbia Place Mall.  The 

center is open 7 days a week from 7 AM to 7 PM at Columbia Place Mall.  The Center will be 

providing the Pfizer vaccine at drive through and walk-in vaccination stations. NO 

APPOINTMENTS ARE NEEDED for this site.  All South Carolinians 16+ are eligible.  Sign 

language and Spanish interpreters are available in person along with translation services for all 

languages.  Please see the attached flyer for more information. 

 

Career Day:  As part of our college and career readiness standards, we will be having a Virtual 

Career Fair for our students to learn about different jobs and occupations in May.  Usually, we 

offer an in-person Career Day for grades 4-6 but since it is virtual, the whole school can be 

involved.  Career Day becomes an even more exciting experience for our students when 

members of their own families speak to our classes.  If you are willing to make a 3-5 minute 

video or speak via Zoom to a class, please click here  to submit your information. 

(https://forms.office.com/r/MLqZTBaPxJ) 

For questions about Career Day please contact Mrs. Lisa Leonard at lleonard@stjosdevine.com 

2021-2022 School Supplies:  2020-2021 school supplies are now available 

at www.schooltoolbox.com.  Orders placed before June 14 will ship to the school 
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and be delivered to your classroom for Open House.  Orders placed after June 14 will ship to 

your home. 

SJCS Spirit Night: We will host a Spirit Night on Thursday, April 22nd  from 3:00-9:00 PM at 

PDQ on Devine Street. Please mention St. Joseph Catholic School when placing your order in 

the restaurant or in the drive thru and we will get a percentage of those sales. Also, be sure to 

save the date for our future Spirit Night at PDQ on May 20th.   Please see the attached flyer for 

more information. Thanks for supporting our fantastic school! 

Midlands Gives: Mark your calendars – Midlands Gives is coming up on Tuesday, May 4! 

Midlands Gives is a one day online giving event that supports nonprofits in the midlands. Here at 

Saint Joseph, all donations will support our Saints Fund. This fund helps with everything from 

tuition assistance to technology upgrades and facility improvements. The minimum donation is 

$10 this year and every donation helps. Support our school on Tuesday, May 4 by going to 

https://www.midlandsgives.org/stjosdevine. 

Vacation Bible School:  Vacation Bible School has always been a beloved summer program 

offered to Saint Joseph parishioners, students, and their guests.  While at VBS, children 

encounter stories from the Bible, meet new children, have a good time with friends, and 

experience new and fun activities.  They learn Bible verses, act out Bible stories, sing fun 

educational songs, watch and participate in skits, create crafts, participate in recreation, take part 

in hands-on mission projects, discover science activities, and have a snack or a meal.  

With the limitations of COVID-19, we are exploring options to continue this tradition in a safe 

manner. We are looking for families interested in spearheading this effort and/or volunteering. 

Options may include a “at home version” for summer of 2021 and/or preparation for a traditional 

VBS experience for summer of 2022. If this is a ministry that interests you please contact 

Adrienne Carroll at adrienne@stjosephcolumbia.org or call our church office. 

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves” ~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

Sincerely, 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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