
December 13, 2020 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter:  Thoughts for the Week; 2021-2022 Enrollment; Office Staff Changes; 

Quarantine Protocols; Christmas Program; Spirit Night; Noon Dismissal and Christmas Break; 

Christmas Shop Thank You; Service Project Reminder; Mobile Mammography; and Santa 

Hotline. 

Thoughts for the Week: Forgive over and over and over? How do we understand this gospel 

call to discipleship, which seems so difficult? How is it even possible to live this way? The saints 

show us. One striking fact about St. Patrick is something simple yet powerful: He went back. 

After a boyhood of enslavement by the Celts, after escaping across the channel to safety and a 

secure life of study and ministry, he heard God’s call, and he returned—to serve the very people 

who had held him captive. He embodied Jesus’ call to forgiveness, and he challenges us to 

follow.  —Excerpted from 2020: A Book of Grace-Filled Days by Amy Welborn 

2021-2022 Enrollment: It is hard to believe, but it is time to start thinking about reenrollment 

for next school year.  The Advisory Council and Parish Finance Council have approved the 

school budget.  While approving the school budget, changes were also made to the tuition policy 

and enrollment contract and process.  Please read carefully.  

The school will open reenrollment for current families on January 5th.  Returning 

families will have until Monday February 1st, to reenroll current student(s) and/or 

submit an application for a sibling.  A $160 reenrollment fee (per family) is due 

upon reenrollment.  Upon submission of Online Enrollment, a family has 14 calendar 

days to withdraw their enrollment in writing to SJCS for the 2021-2022 school year.  

FACTS payment plans will not be finalized until after this 14-day period.  If a withdrawal 

request is made within the 14-calendar day period, no tuition will be charged.  However, 

any application or re-enrollment fees paid are non-refundable for any reason regardless of 

the date of withdrawal.   After the 14-day period, if the student is withdrawn for any 

reason, remaining tuition through the end of the academic year must be paid in full 

unless the principal agrees in writing to prorate a portion of the remaining tuition.  

Otherwise, there will be no refund, credit, or reduction for withdrawal.  If a student 

is asked to leave or withdraw from SJCS, the parent is responsible for the prorated annual 

tuition. 

If you have not completed the enrollment process by February 1st, your child will no 

longer be guaranteed a spot for the 2021-2022 school year.  On February 15th, the 

school will begin accepting applications from new families for the 2021-2022 school 

year. We are currently blessed with a wait list at each grade level.   

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/i-forgive-you/~/link.aspx?_id=9E3D020C023B4A08A7E460803F79764F&_z=z


Office Staff Changes:  We are excited to announce that Mrs. Kerry Ann Reedy has accepted the 

position of Office Manager.  Mrs. Reedy is originally from Boston and has lived in Long Island, 

NY.  South Carolina became her permanent home once she graduated from the University of 

South Carolina.  Mrs. Reedy and her husband Ed have two boys, Patrick and James. They 

attended and graduated from Saint Joseph and went on to graduate from Cardinal Newman.  

They both currently attend the University of South Carolina and play football for her beloved 

Gamecocks!  Mrs. Reedy says the last seventeen years she has had the great privilege of working 

for Vera Bradley and her journey back to Saint Joseph is an absolute dream come true.  The 

school and parish community has always had a very special place in her heart.  She is looking 

forward to being a part of this incredible family!   

Quarantine Protocols:  Please see the attached letter from Mr. William Ryan – School 

Superintendent Diocese of Charleston about the Diocesan quarantine protocols.   

Christmas Program:  Our Christmas Program will be virtual this year.  Ms. Henry has worked 

hard with each homeroom to prepare a song and record a video for families to enjoy! These 

videos will be accessible through a private link; only those with the link will be able to watch the 

video. You can look for these videos to arrive over Christmas Break via email. Please feel free to 

share them with your family. While nothing can replace our traditional Christmas Program, we 

hope you enjoy the lovely music our students have worked so hard to prepare!  

Spirit Night:  We will host another Spirit Night on Thursday, December 17! Please mark your 

calendars for our all-day fundraiser at Marco’s Pizza on Rosewood Drive. Students in the 

homeroom with the highest sales will receive a FREE pizza party for their class! Please mention 

St. Joseph Catholic School and your homeroom teacher’s name when placing your order. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Sorrell’s class as the winner for November! Thanks for supporting our 

fantastic school!   (flyer attached)  

Noon Dismissal and Christmas Break:  The school will be closed from 12 Noon Friday, 

December 18th to Monday, January 4th for Christmas Break. Classes will resume on Tuesday, 

January 5th.  

Christmas Shop Thank You: A huge thank you to Kaley Wilson for single handedly bringing 

the Christmas Shop to Saint Joseph this year. Because we are limiting volunteers due to the 

pandemic, Mrs. Wilson (who is also a substitute teacher) completely coordinated the entire 

event. Thank you also to the faculty and staff who stepped up to wrap a lot of presents. We are so 

glad we could keep this beloved Christmas tradition alive.   

Service Project Reminder: Our Second Quarter Service Project will take place throughout the 

season of Advent.  We will collect socks, wool caps, gloves, and scarves, as well as Christmas 

candy and prepackaged snacks for Clean of Heart. The items we collect will be given to those 

who visit and use the facilities at Clean of Heart. For health reasons, we must request only NEW 



items. Please NO used socks, hats, gloves, etc.  We are asking your child to bring in one (1) of 

the items listed for his/her grade by Thursday, December 17. 

Mobile Mammography:  Our school nurse has arranged for the Prisma Health Mobile 

Mammography Unit to visit our parish and provide this life saving service for our community on 

January19th. When detected early, breast cancer cure rates approach 100 percent. We know that 

many people have been unable to attend their yearly screenings due to COVID-19. We hope this 

opportunity provides a safe and convenient way to schedule your screening.  Please see the 

attached flyer for more information.   

Santa Hotline: Ready to add a little magic to your family’s holiday traditions? Once again, it is 

time for children of all ages to call Santa Claus and share their Christmas wishes. It is the perfect 

way to come together for some holiday fun — and figure out what everyone wants for 

Christmas. Call Santa anytime at (319) 527-2680. 

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves” ~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

Sincerely, 

 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 

mailto:dyarnall@stjosdevine.com

