
June 4th, 2021 

 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community, 

 

I hope this letter finds you doing well and enjoying the 1st afternoon of your child(ren)'s summer 

vacation! 

 

Items in this newsletter:  Thank you; Congratulations; Report Cards; Summer Learning; 

Summer Office Hours; New Faculty and Staff; Teacher/Staff Openings for 2021-22 School Year; 

Summer Letter; Summer Saints Social Media; Facebook Parents Page; and School Supply 

Boxes.   

 

Thank you:  I am so very proud that we have finished a full school year of face-to-face 

instruction. This was a year which had its struggles and difficulties, but overall, it was a very 

successful year -  a year in which our students grew spiritually, academically, and 

physically.  This success has been based on several things including fantastic teachers, staff, and 

administration and strong school-wide protocols that have been in place since the start of the 

year.  However, protocols at school can only account for part of this accomplishment - another 

big piece of this success can be attributed to each family’s commitment/recommitment to 

keeping our school community safe through their own actions at home. This partnership has 

proven effective and our joint efforts should be applauded!   

 

I would like to thank the many people who have contributed to making this a successful year.  I 

would like to personally thank my administrative team of  Kerry Reedy, Nancy Sexton, Rebecca 

Seezen, Lisa Militello, Stacy Carns, Jessica Eadon and Lisa Leonard. I have been blessed with an 

outstanding faculty and staff who are the backbone of our successful school.  The year would not 

have been successful without the support of Monsignor Harris and the parish staff.  The School 

Advisory Council was led this year by Taje Davis.  I would like to thank the council members 

for their service to our school and parish.  The PTO has been a blessing to our school- thank you 

to Rebecca Arrington and all members of the PTO.  I would like to thank the parents for your 

continued support of Saint Joseph School and Parish.  Last, but not least, I want to thank the 

students whose masked covered faces approached each day with joy excitement and enthusiasm 

make coming to school every day a pleasure!   

 

Congratulations:  We would like to congratulate our 6th grade graduates and their families. We 

wish you the best of luck as you move on to middle school!  We appreciate the contributions you 

have made to Saint Joseph Catholic School throughout the years and want you to remember- you 

will always be part of the Saint Joseph family. Once a Saint, always a Saint! 

 

4th Quarter and Final Report Cards:  Your child’s 4th quarter/final report card will be mailed 

to you the week of June 7th.  

 

Summer Learning:  We will be posting Summer Learning Packets on our school website during 

the week of June 7th.  Within the packet there will be a tracking sheet and fun reading activities. 

We ask that you have your child read daily over the summer and practice skills on IXL. 

Maintaining and enhancing skills during the summer will give your child confidence as a learner.  



We will not be grading these activities, but we will reward students who complete their 

recommended activities over the summer.   

 

Summer Office Hours: From June 9th until July 30th, 2021, the office will be open Monday 

through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

 

New Faculty and Staff:  We are excited to announce two new hires:   

Mrs. Christy Cook is joining our faculty as our Technology Teacher.  Mrs. Cook is a 

graduate of the University of South Carolina with a B.A. in Secondary English Education 

and a Master of Library and Information Science. She has 24 years of experience in 

public education and is currently pursuing a Master of Religious Leadership (MARL) 

degree from Lenior-Rhyne and Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, 

South Carolina campus. Her passion is equipping and empowering learners to achieve 

their academic, personal, and professional goals. When she is not reading a great book or 

socializing with friends and family on her screened porch, or around her fire pit at Lake 

Wateree, she volunteers at church, travels, or trains her rescue dogs. 

 

Ms. Kim Riley is joining our faculty as a Kindergarten Teacher.  Ms. Riley is excited to 

begin her ninth year as an educator.  She received her undergraduate degree in English 

and Master of Arts in Teaching from the University of South Carolina, and she is 

certified in Elementary Education. She has two children attending the University of South 

Carolina. Her son Deven is a rising junior, and her daughter Arden is a rising sophomore. 

She enjoys live music, travel, and 80’s movies.  She says she is thrilled to become a part 

of the Saint Joseph family!  

 

Teacher/Staff Openings for 2021-22 School Year:  We are sad to announce that after 3 years 

as our Music Teacher and one year as Campus Minister, Mrs. Clare Henry will not be returning 

in the fall.  We will miss her and we wish her the very best as she starts a new and exciting 

chapter in her life.   

 

The school is looking for a 4K-6 Music teacher, a Campus Minister, and a lead 4K teacher.  If 

you know of any qualified candidates, please refer them to our website’s employment page. 

https://www.stjosdevine.com/employment  
 

Summer letter:  Each summer the school sends out a summer letter that will include important 

information about the upcoming year.  Within the letter you will find the official calendar, 

opening dates, and much more.  Please look for this letter via email the week of July 12th.   

 

Summer Saints Social Media: We would love to know what our saints are up to this summer! 

Going for a hike? Headed to the lake or the beach? Taking a trip with your family? Trying a new 

camp or activity? We would love to share your summer fun with our school community. Just 

send a picture or two to Rebecca Seezen rseezen@stjosdevine.com  with a brief description and 

she will share as many as she can via our social media. Make sure you are following us on 

Facebook (St. Joseph Catholic School, Columbia S.C.), Instagram (@stjoescola), and Twitter 

(@StJoesCola) so you do not miss all the fun. #ichosestjoes 

 

https://www.stjosdevine.com/employment
mailto:rseezen@stjosdevine.com


Facebook Parents Page:  Did you know we have a Facebook group just for Saint Joe’s parents? 

It is a place for parents to share school related questions (schedule, lunch, uniforms, homework 

etc…), buy/sell uniforms, and post relevant info about school events. If you are a Facebook user, 

you can request to join Stjoescola Parents and the admins will add you as soon as they can. This 

group will only be open to current and recently graduated students’ parents. No other members 

will be allowed. Content will be reviewed before it will be posted to the page. 

 

School Supplies:  2020-2021 school supplies are now available 

at www.schooltoolbox.com.  Orders placed before June 14 will ship to the school 

and be delivered to your classroom for Open House.  Orders placed after June 14 will ship to 

your home.  Please see the flyer on our website for more information as well as supply lists by 

grade level.  

  

Thank you for supporting Saint Joseph Catholic School and please let us know if you have any 

questions or we can support you over the summer. It is the little things we do that show how God 

is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but 

with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves” ~   Philippians 2:3.  

Have a blessed Summer!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 

 

http://www.schooltoolbox.com/
mailto:dyarnall@stjosdevine.com

