
January 3, 2021 

Dear Saint Joseph Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter:  Thoughts for the Week; Classes Resume: COVID Testing; COVID 

Safety; 2021-2022 Enrollment; and Mobile Mammography.   

Thoughts for the Week: Sometimes your joy is the source of your smile, but sometimes your 

smile can be the source of your joy.”  ~ Thich Nhat Hanh; Physiologically, it’s been shown that 

smiling can make us feel happy, even if we are forcing the smile deliberately.  Regardless of the 

science, it makes sense to smile, whether we feel like it or not.  A smile energizes our brain as 

well as our muscles.  And we don’t want our face to settle into sadness.  As silly as it may seem, 

I’m going to remind myself to smile regularly today, and then I’ll see what happens.  ~ The Daily 

Book of Positive Quotations by Linda Picone.  Take time this week to talk to your children about 

the importance of smiling.    

Classes Resume:  Saint Joseph Catholic School will reopen from Christmas break Tuesday, 

January 5th.  Carpool will start at 7:30 and tardy bell will ring at 8:00.   

COVID Testing:  Please take advantage of the free COVID testing sites offered by DHEC if 

you or your family traveled during the holidays or were around groups of people outside of your 

normal cohort.   

Please communicate with the school if you or your child has a positive test over break.  The 

school needs to know the date of the positive test.  Please also notify the school if you are 

quarantining due to exposure to a person who was positive within 48 hours of your contact.  The 

school additionally needs to know the date you started your quarantine.  Please communicate 

with the school by Monday, January 4 at 9:00 A.M. so the school can plan accordingly for 

homebound services.   

COVID Safety:  The growing positive case numbers that South Carolina has reported during our 

Christmas break have proven that we must be more focused than ever.  During the break, the 

school staff has sterilized the building.  We are ready to open our doors on Tuesday, January 

5th with a renewed spirit dedicated to our efforts to keep our students and staff safe, 

healthy, and learning in person. 

We ask that our families continue to follow our COVID plan and ensure you are observing the 3 

W’s: Wear your mask; Wash your hands; Watch your distance, and avoid large public 

gatherings.  

Many schools around South Carolina and in the Midlands have made the decision to go virtual 

for the two weeks after winter break due to the fear of children returning and spreading 

COVID.  We trust our families to make smart decisions and quarantine and/or get tested if they 



have been exposed during break. Therefore, we have made the choice not to preemptively go 

virtual.  We will be forced to change this decision if we have an outbreak in our community. 

Remember that it is not just your family, but over 330 students, faculty, and staff plus their 

families that are affected by the decisions you make.  

2021-2022 Enrollment: It is hard to believe, but it is time to start thinking about reenrollment 

for next school year.  The Advisory Council and Parish Finance Council have approved the 

school budget.  While approving the school budget, changes were also made to the tuition policy 

and enrollment contract and process.  Please read carefully.  

The school will open reenrollment for current families on Wednesday, January 6th.  Returning 

families will have until Monday February 1st, to reenroll current student(s) and/or submit 

an application for a sibling.  A $160 reenrollment fee (per family) is due upon reenrollment.  

Upon submission of Online Enrollment, a family has 14 calendar days to withdraw their 

enrollment in writing to SJCS for the 2021-2022 school year.  FACTS payment plans will not be 

finalized until after this 14-day period.  If a withdrawal request is made within the 14-calendar 

day period, no tuition will be charged.  However, any application or re-enrollment fees paid are 

non-refundable for any reason regardless of the date of withdrawal.   After the 14-day period, if 

the student is withdrawn for any reason, remaining tuition through the end of the academic 

year must be paid in full unless the principal agrees in writing to prorate a portion of the 

remaining tuition.  Otherwise, there will be no refund, credit, or reduction for withdrawal.  

If a student is asked to leave or withdraw from SJCS, the parent is responsible for the prorated 

annual tuition. 

If you have not completed the enrollment process by February 1st, your child will no longer 

be guaranteed a spot for the 2021-2022 school year.  On February 15th, the school will begin 

accepting applications from new families for the 2021-2022 school year. We are currently 

blessed with a wait list at each grade level.   

Mobile Mammography:  Our school nurse has arranged for the Prisma Health Mobile 

Mammography Unit to visit our parish and provide this life saving service for our community on 

January19th. When detected early, breast cancer cure rates approach 100 percent. We know that 

many people have been unable to attend their yearly screenings due to COVID-19. We hope this 

opportunity provides a safe and convenient way to schedule your screening.  Please see the 

attached flyer for more information.   

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves” ~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

 



Sincerely, 

 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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