
February 28, 2021 

Dear Saint Joseph, Catholic School Community,   

Items in this newsletter: Thoughts for the Week; Stations of the Cross; Read Across America 

Week; Early Dismissal and No School; and Financial Aid 2021-2022.   

Thoughts for the Week: Lent is one of the best times of the year for spiritual renewal.  In some 

ways it can be considered a forty-day retreat lived each year within the context of your daily 

life.  Most Catholics have understood the importance of Lent since childhood because of Lenten 

practices, such as being marked with ashes, abstaining from meat on Fridays, and giving 

something up as a sacrifice.  All of these practices help to bear spiritual fruit in our lives. 

One of the most important parts of our Lenten practice is that of engaging the Holy Scriptures in 

a powerful and personal way.  Scripture is the Word of God.  Therefore, with the Word of God, 

we encounter Jesus Himself as we prayerfully reflect upon it.  Reading and meditating on the 

Scriptures is a way of allowing our Divine Lord to speak to us, draw us to Himself and 

communicate His perfect and all-consuming love.  This Lenten season take time to read and 

meditate on the scripture.  The daily reading can be found at 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm  

Stations of the Cross:  Each week on Tuesday and Thursday that school is in session, students 

and faculty will pray the Stations of the Cross.  Each day a different grade level will be 

performing the stations via video.  Please take time to use the link to watch the 2nd Station of the 

Cross presented by Mr. Bailey’s 6th grade class https://stjos-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chenry_stjosdevine_com/EbkhUZPFmRtImsvvSt7lH4kB0ywc

5aDXlXm0uULMbzczMQ?e=54HkCr 

and the 3rd Station of the Cross presented by Mrs. Barrineau’s 5th grade class.  https://stjos-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chenry_stjosdevine_com/Ef0Y8viRjxFJvSzJvGQRoOwBBoF

U7ST_ib8oJqcRflFSTA?e=fZo4Ez  

Read Across America Week: Saint Joseph Catholic School will participate in Read Across 

America this week, March 1-4.  We are celebrating as a school with some special themed days.   

Monday, March 1st “Character Day”—dress up like your favorite book character (Dr. 

Seuss or any book character)   

Tuesday, March 2nd Fox in Socks – wear crazy socks.    

Wednesday, March 3rd Horton Hears a Who – perform a random act of kindness.  

Thursday, March 4th Cat in the Hat - wear a fun hat and enjoy a school-wide Reading 

Day. 

Remember readers are leaders!   

 

Early Dismissal and No School:  The school will be dismissing on Thursday, March 4th at 12 

noon and there will be no school on Friday, March 5th as our teachers will be attending the 

virtual Diocesan teacher workshops.   
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Financial Aid 2021-2022:  We, as a school and parish, continue to seek ways of ensuring that 

the blessings of a quality Catholic education are accessible to everyone.  

General School Assistance through FACTS:  The school offers a tuition assistance program open 

to all families.  The application must be submitted online to FACTS by Thursday, April 15, 

2021.   To apply, simply log in to the FACTS Family Portal account of the family member who 

is listed as being financially responsible (this should be the person who completed the 

enrollment/reenrollment and set up the FACTS tuition payment).  Once logged in, choose 

FACTS from the menu options on the left side of the screen.  You will then choose "Apply for 

Grant and Aid".  You will be redirected to the FACTS website and will need to follow the 

instructions there for completing the application.  You should already have a FACTS account 

that you created for your tuition draft so use those same login credentials.  You will need the 

following documents to complete the application process: 

• copies of your most recent Federal tax forms including all supporting tax schedules 

(preferably 2020 tax documents) 

• copies of your 2020 W-2 forms 

• copies of supporting documentation for social security income, welfare, child support, 

food stamps, workers' compensation, and TANF. 

Diocese of Charleston's Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Tuition Assistance Grant:  This tuition 

assistance grant is for Catholic families in good standing with their parishes.  The application 

(see attachment), along with a completed FACTS financial aid application (see instructions 

above for completing the form through FACTS Family Portal), is due to the school by 

Monday, March 22, 2021.  Please note that the application will not be accepted by the Diocese 

of Charleston unless you have completed the online FACTS financial aid application as well. 

If the financial aspect of your child's education becomes a concern at any time, please contact the 

school office to discuss your situation with me (Mr. Yarnall).  If you have any questions about 

the process, please contact Nancy Sexton at 803-254-6736 or nsexton@stjosdevine.com 

It is the little things we do that show how God is in us, with us, and working through us - “Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves” ~   Philippians 2:3.  Have a blessed week!   

Sincerely, 

 

Donavan F. Yarnall, Ed. S 

Principal 

dyarnall@stjosdevine.com 
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